
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Indi-

ana Chapter of The Wildlife Society, and the 

Amphibian and Reptile Conservancy will 

present a series of two day Wetland Restora-

tion Workshops with Tom Biebighauser at 

Muscatatuck National 

Wildlife Refuge on Sep-

tember 14 - 15 and Sep-

tember 16-17, 2015.  

This hands-on restora-

tion workshop is de-

signed for individuals 

interested in learning 

how to use practical, low cost techniques to 

restore wetlands for rare species of wildlife.  

Attendees will discover how to select loca-

tions for building wetlands, test soil texture, 

choose appropriate construction techniques, 

work with heavy equipment operators, and 

establish native plants.  Throughout the two-

day workshop you will help create a grass-

land wetland complex for the benefit of a 

diverse group of species including migratory 

birds, reptiles, and amphibians.  

Tom Biebighauser has restored over 1,700 

wetlands in 22-States, Canada, and New Zea-

land.  He teaches practical, hands-on wetland 

restoration workshops around the world where 

participants learn about restoration and drain-

age by becoming involved in the design and 

construction of naturally appearing and func-

tioning wetlands.  Tom 

has developed highly 

successful and inexpen-

sive techniques for re-

storing and repairing 

wetlands on rangeland, 

mined areas, steep 

slopes, mountain ridges, 

large valleys, timber sale 

areas, and at schools.  He’s written three books 

about restoring wetlands;  A Guide to Creating 

Vernal Ponds in 2003, Wetland Drainage, Res-

toration, and Repair in 2007, and Wetland Res-

toration and Construction Technical Guide in 

2011.  You can view some of the wetlands he has 

restored by visiting: 

www.wetlandrestorationandtraining.com  

For more information contact Ben Walker at 

812-273-0783 or benjamin_walker@fws.gov 

Registration is $50, and you can register at:  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2JCJ6QJ  

Several awards were given during the spring 

business meeting at the Midwest Fish & 

Wildlife Conference.  

Budd Veverka was presented with the 

“Past President Award” for his service as 

ICTWS President in 2014.  During his presi-

dency Budd was instrumental in re-

organizing the ICTWS committee structure 

and recruiting new members. 

Sally Weeks was presented with a “Service 

Appreciation Award” for her OUTSTANDING 

service as Secretary/treasurer from 2007-

2014.  Sally truly went above and beyond in 

her service to the chapter and certainly de-

served this award.    
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I t e m s  o f  n o t e :  

ICTWS dues are 

$12 beginning in 

2015 

ICTWS is now on 

Facebook and Twit-

ter!  See page 6 for 

info on how to con-

nect with us!  

Upcoming event?  

New publication?  

Successful hunt?  

We want to know 

about it!  See page 6 

for info on how to 

contact us.   

http://www.wetlandrestorationandtraining.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2JCJ6QJ
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Indiana WHEP Participation Increases 
The Wildlife Habitat Education Program (WHEP) in 

Indiana began in 1997 with one team consisting of three 

individuals and their coach, Dean Zimmerman. Since 

then, WHEP in Indiana has experienced tremendous 

growth. In 2013, there were around 27 teams, with 118 

youth participating, representing both 4H and FFA. We 

no longer had the capacity to efficiently conduct one state

-wide event. In 2015, the Indiana WHEP Committee initi-

ated three regional qualifying events, with the top 12 

teams advancing to the state competition. There were 128 

youth in 33 teams participating in the regional qualifiers. 

Each contestant at the regional qualifiers completed the 

Wildlife Management Practices and Wildlife Challenge 

Activities. 

The Wildlife Management Practices Activity tests the con-
testant’s ability to recommend specific habitat and popu-
lation management techniques for a set of species based 
on current site conditions and some written guidance. 
The Wildlife Challenge tests the contestant’s ability to 
identify species as well as their understanding of basic 
wildlife ecology and management. Team’s advancing to 
the state contest are tested on the two activities from the 
regional contest, with the addition of the Wildlife Man-
agement Plan Activity. For the Wildlife Management Plan 
Activity, participants are to evaluate the habitat within a 
determined boundary for a select group of wildlife species 
and are given a scenario which outlines the wildlife man-

agement goals and limitations for the property. The 
contestants are to write a management plan to meet 
those objectives, including a map that illustrates 
where specific management will take place. The 
highest scoring 4H and FFA teams at the state con-
test are eligible to compete at the National WHEP 
Contest. 
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2015 Wildlife Student Hunting Workshop 

At the state contest students work in teams of 3 or 4 

to complete wildlife management plans for a select 

group of species over a given area.    

14 students from 4 different universities 

participated in the 2014 Student Hunt-

ing Workshop. 

The 2015 Wildlife Student Hunt-

ing Workshop, supported by 

ITWS’s Wildlife Student Hunting 

Education Fund, will be held 

November 22, 2015 at Deer 

Creek Fish and Wildlife Area in 

Putnamville. 

The goal of the workshop is to 

provide future wildlife profes-

sionals with a positive hunting 

experience and educate them on 

the important role hunting plays 

in wildlife management. 

The workshop will include in-

structional talks and a guided 

put-take pheasant hunt.  Stu-

dents from the Ball State and 

Purdue Student Chapters of TWS 

will be participating.  Hunting 

guides with bird dogs are still 

needed for this year’s workshop! 

For additional information and 

to find out how you can help sup-

port the workshop, contact Sam 

Whiteleather at 317-234-8907. 



4 Past-Presidents Find New Challenges  
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2015 has seen the departure of 

4 ICTWS past presidents from 

their jobs here in Indiana.   

Chad Stewart, who was 

ICTWS president in 2013, ac-

cepted a position with our 

friends at the Michigan Depart-

ment of Natural Resources in 

December 2014.  His new posi-

tion in Michigan is the Deer, 

Elk, and Moose Biologist.  Chad 

is currently busy dealing with 

the recent confirmation of CWD 

in Michigan’s deer herd.  If you 

are interested in keeping up 

with Chad and his work in 

Michigan, I encourage you to 

follow him on Twitter 

(@chad_m_stewart).    

Dean Zimmerman, who was 

ICTWS president in 1992 and 

member-at-large in 2004, re-

tired after 44 years with the Di-

vision of Fish and Wildlife.  

Dean also served for many years as 

the chair of the continuing education 

committee.  Dean’s hard work on 

this committee resulted in many of 

the training opportunities and con-

ferences that we enjoy attending 

every year.  Dean shared a brief 

goodbye message on the ICTWS 

Facebook page, stating; “The Indi-

ana Chapter is a great venue for 

wildlife biologists to gather, learn, 

and address natural resource is-

sues. Any of you can get involved 

and make a difference.”   You can 

see more of Dean’s goodbye message 

on the ICTWS Facebook page.         

Nate Levitte, who was ICTWS 

president in 2012 and member-at-

large in 1998, has also moved north 

to join the Michigan DNR.  He re-

cently accepted a position as Field 

Operations Manager.   Nate was al-

ways very active in the chapter, serv-

ing as chair of the nominations com-

mittee for several years as well.     

Mark Pochon, who was ICTWS 

president in 2000 and member-at

-large in 1996, retired from the 

Division of Fish and Wildlife in 

February after 38 years of service.   

Another notable retirement is that 

of Gary Langell, who retired in 

June after 35 years of service with 

the Division of Fish and Wildlife.  

Gary served for many years as 

chair of the ICTWS Farm Bill 

committee. 

Everyone at the Indiana Chapter 

of the Wildlife Society would like 

to thank all of these folks for their 

years of dedication and service to 

the chapter.  Having people like 

this that are willing to get in-

volved is what has made the 

ICTWS such a great professional 

organization for nearly 50 years.          

 

including the Indiana teams had a 

great time. 

In order for WHEP to continue to 
grow in Indiana, volunteer coaches 
for 4H are needed. If you are inter-
ested in coaching a team through 4H, 
or would like more information 
about WHEP in Indiana, please con-
tact any of us on the state committee 
(Tony Carrell, Purdue 4H; Rob 
Chapman, Liz Flaherty, and 
Brian MacGowan, Purdue FNR; 
Jason Wade, INDFW; or Dean 

Zimmerman). You can also learn 
more about Indiana WHEP at http://
www.ydae.purdue.edu/whep/
index.htm, and National WHEP at 
http://www.whep.org. 
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The 2015 National WHEP Contest 

was held at the Alabama 4H center 

near Columbiana, AL on August 2-

4. There were 15 teams representing 

14 states in attendance. Indiana was 

the only state to have both 4H and 

FFA represented. The contestants 

participated in a field day activity in 

which they learned about wildlife 

and habitat management in the 

southeast mixed forest ecosystem, 

including a long-leaf pine restoration 

project. The Indiana 4H team finished 

7th overall and the Indiana FFA team 

finished 12th. All of the contestants, 

Indiana WHEP Cont…. 

Students participating in WHEP 

must be able to identify multiple 

species using study skins, pic-

tures,  and even skulls. 

http://www.ydae.purdue.edu/whep/index.htm
http://www.ydae.purdue.edu/whep/index.htm
http://www.ydae.purdue.edu/whep/index.htm
http://www.whep.org


Award Winners Cont….. 
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Bob & Ellen Mulford were recognized 

with the “Champions of Wildlife 

Award”.  They were recognized for re-

storing and enhancing nearly 400 acres 

of  high quality wildlife habitat and for 

promoting wildlife education, research, 

and conservation efforts in Indiana. 

John Castrale was given the 2015 

“Hoosier Wildlife Award”, the highest 

award bestowed by the ICTWS.   John 

worked for  Indiana DNR as a Wildlife 

Research Biologist where he worked 

principally on game bird projects until 

1989 when he became a Non-Game 

Wildlife Biologist, responsible for state-

wide programs dealing with nongame 

and endangered birds. His responsibili-

ties were broad, but his most recognized programs 

involved the reintroduction and subsequent directing 

the recovery of bald eagles, peregrine falcons, and 

osprey – all of which are now considered “recovered”.  

Overseeing these successes not only involved the re-

leases, but decades of flight counts and climbing to 

white-knuckle heights to band youngsters.  

John has also overseen several other projects within 

the DNR, most largely of his own volition and involv-

ing his direct participation – least 

terns, barn owls, loggerhead shrikes, 

colonial waterbirds, sandhill cranes and 

others.  He is state coordinator of the 

USGS Breeding Bird Survey and true to 

form, he personally surveys several of 

the routes. Another program during his 

tenure is the Breeding Bird Atlas effort, 

with 2 iterations (1985 – 1990) and 

(2005 – 2011).  

John is often referred to as the consum-

mate professional – skilled, conscien-

tious, generous, and humble.   He has 

presented many of his findings at scien-

tific meetings and published in the sci-

entific literature – focusing on Indiana 

Academy of Science and ornithological 

outlets. He volunteers to spearhead pro-

jects, such as the winter feeder counts of the Indiana 

Audubon Society. As a reflection of the public appre-

ciation of his “body of work”, he has received several 

notable awards – named a Fellow of the Indiana Acad-

emy of Science, Brooks Award for Conservation by the 

Indiana Audubon Society, Distinguished Ag Alumni by 

Purdue University, and DNR Staff Person of the Year 

by Indiana Wildlife Federation. He is certainly a wor-

thy recipient of this honor.         
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John Castrale received the 

2015 Hoosier Wildlife 

Award, presented by ICTWS 

president Rob Chapman. 

The Ball State TWS Chapter 

had a busy semester!! 



Student Chapter Updates 

P a g e  5  V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  2  

PURDUE  - The 
Purdue Student 
Chapter of The 
Wildlife Society 
had an eventful 
spring semester. 
The club had regu-
lar biweekly meet-

ings with extra outdoor activities 
interspersed throughout the spring 
semester. Our indoor meetings 
consisted of a graduate student 
Q&A panel where our students 
were able to talk to graduate stu-
dents about the difficulties of 
graduate school. We also had fac-
ulty member Dr. Trevor Stampor 
discuss wildlife forensics with the 
club and give us a tour of his lab. 

This year we had many outdoor 
activities for our members! To 
help our club raise money we par-

ticipated in an invasive species 
workshop that helped remove in-
vasives from Purdue properties.  
Our members also gained hands 
on experience with large mam-
mals by volunteering with Missis-
sippi State’s bear den checks. 
Once the weather was warmer we 
tested our members field skills 
with Wildlife Olympics. We then 
ended our year with a bonfire at 
Sally Week’s house where we were 
able to enjoy watching flying 
squirrels! 

Some important events our chap-
ter participated in were the Mid-
west Conclave at the Audubon 
Center North Woods and the Mid-
west Fish and Wildlife Conference 
in Indianapolis.  At the Midwest 
conclave our members were able 
to mingle with other wildlife stu-

dents and learn about the differ-
ent chapters within the Midwest. 
While attending the Midwest Fish 
and Wildlife Conference members 
learned about the new wildlife 
research being conducted and 
were able to connect with profes-
sionals and other students. 

Our chapter members are very 
appreciative for all of these oppor-
tunities and for the funding we 
received from various groups and 
organizations. We are excited for 
the new school year where we 
hope for more exciting events! 

“Like” the Purdue Student Chap-

ter on Facebook at:  

www.facebook.com/pages/

Purdue-Student-Chapter-The-

Wildlife-

Society/402744159863568 

with Ball State’s AFS chapter, 
members spent an afternoon pick-
ing up large amounts of trash in a 
section of the White River. 

Our chapter participated in Ball 
State Science Department’s Clash 
of the Sciences event. This event 
was aimed for elementary students 
and their families to explore all the 
sciences with various activities put 
on by chemistry, physics, and biol-
ogy organizations. Our chapter had 
two activities, one comparing 
mammals and reptiles and one 
with bird id. Our members demon-
strated these activities to 200 
Muncie families. This event gave 
our members the opportunity to 
gain public speaking practice while 
educating our community on wild-
life and the importance of science. 

In February, nine members, in-
cluding our officers attended the 
75th Midwest Fish and Wildlife 
Conference in Indianapolis.  While 
there, 6 members attended the 
professional workshop where they 
learned important skills about CVs, 
interviews, and had the opportu-
nity to ask professionals questions 
about their particular job. During 

BALL STATE - The 
BSU Chapter of TWS 
had a successful 
spring semester! Our 

meetings had many excellent guest 
speakers. Barry Banks, director of 
Red-tail Land Conservancy, gave a 
presentation on land trusts and their 
mission preserving land in Delaware 
County and surrounding areas. Dr. 
Rod Williams from Purdue Uni-
versity presented his research on 
hellbenders and his goals for the fu-
ture of the species. We also hosted a 
pet night where members could 
bring in their pets for show and tell. 
This year, our chapter has started bi-
weekly skill builder workshops for 
members to gain extra experience 
with CV editing, tagging and band-
ing, trapping, and radio telemetry. 
These are useful skills for our mem-
bers to have that extra step up in the 
job search. 

Our chapter has also been very active 
in community volunteering this se-
mester. Members spent a weekend at 
Smith-Crisler Nature Preserve with 
Red-tail Land Conservancy picking 
up trash and eradicating invasive 
bush honeysuckle. In collaboration 

the awards ceremony, Chapter Presi-
dent, Riley Carswell was selected as a 
finalist for the Janice Lee Fenske Memo-
rial Award! Our chapter was also repre-
sented at BSU’s Student Organization 
Awards Ceremony and was selected for 
honorable mention for the BSU Student 
Organization of the Year Award! 

At the end of the semester, we had a 
cookout to celebrate the end of the year 
and wish the graduating members the 
best of luck in their wildlife careers! This 
summer all of our officers and many of 
our members participated in different 
wildlife related internships, including 
working with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, working with researchers at 
Indiana’s Hardwood Ecosystem Experi-
ment, and the Georgia DNR. 

This fall semester, our chapter has many 
exciting speakers lined up including Dr. 
Bruce Jayne with the University of Cin-
cinnati, Susan Knowles with the 
USFWS, and Dr. Richard Fischer with 
the USACE, among many others! We are 
also working on taking part in volunteer 
opportunities and our fall camping trip! 

You can stay connected with the BSU 

Student Chapter on Facebook at: 

www.facebook.com/groups/BSUTWS/ 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Purdue-Student-Chapter-The-Wildlife-Society/402744159863568
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Purdue-Student-Chapter-The-Wildlife-Society/402744159863568
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Purdue-Student-Chapter-The-Wildlife-Society/402744159863568
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Purdue-Student-Chapter-The-Wildlife-Society/402744159863568
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Bloomington, IN  47401 

 

Twitter: @indianaTWS 

Facebook: facebook.com/IndianaTWS 

EMAIL: IndianaTWS@gmail.com 

 

The Wildlife Society (TWS), founded in 1937, is an 

international non-profit scientific and educational 

association dedicated to excellence in wildlife 

stewardship through science and education. The 

Indiana Chapter of The Wildlife Society, was 

founded in 1968, under the parent society, as the 

professional organization of trained wildlife ecolo-

gists, biologists, and managers in the state  

 
Our mission is to enhance the ability of wildlife 

professionals to conserve diversity, sustain pro-

ductivity, and ensure responsible use of wildlife 

resources for the benefit of society. The Wildlife 

Society encourages professional growth through 

certification, peer-reviewed publications, confer-

ences, and working groups.  

Indiana Chapter of The Wildlife 

Society 

www.intws.org 

 

www.wildlife.org 

Newsletter Editors: 

Jason Wade (jwade@dnr.IN.gov) 

Sam Whiteleather (swhiteleather@dnr.IN.gov) 

Contributors to this issue include:  Jason Wade, Sam Whiteleather, Rob Chapman, Brian 

MacGowan, Bridget Stancombe (BSU Student Chapter President), and Sarah Meronk 

(Purdue Student Chapter President).  Thanks to everyone that contributed!    

Not a member but interested in joining?  We have many ways to join!   

Visit our website at www.intws.org to find the membership form.  Send the completed member-

ship form to the address at the top of this page, or via email to IndianaTWS@gmail.com 

Send $12 via check (along with your membership form) to the address at the top of this page, or 

pay via PayPal using the link on our website.   

You can also join at any of our conferences or workshops. 

Yearly dues are used to support ICTWS conferences and workshops, support student 

chapters with travel to national conferences and conclaves, support youth wildlife 

education programs, and much more!     

 


